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Greetings, friends and fam
This is truly the most precious time
of year, a time for remembering and
celebrating the resurrection of our
awesome Lord and Savior, Jesus.
However, before He could achieve
the glory of the resurrection, He
was falsely accused, beaten, hu-
miliated, torturously hung naked
and bleeding on a cross, as if a
criminal worthy of death.

Have you ever been publicly ac-
cused and punished for something
you didn’t do? Jesus was and He
forgave His accusers. Have you
ever intentionally taken someone
else’s punishment? Obviously
you've not given your life for an-
other like He did. Can we ever fully
appreciate what He did? Out of His
great love for us, He willingly pro-
vided the required perfect blood
offering for our eternal forgiveness
to make the (only) way, for us to
enter Heaven. Thank You, Jesuq
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PROJECTS PLANNED FOR
STM FOR 2008:

e A ministry building for mul-
tiple uses next to the Medi-
cal Clinic in Liquidambo.

Repair to the water storage
system at El Morrito.

Construction of one to
three houses at Iztapa

Two - story addition to the
church in San Antonio

A series Medical clinics in
four or more villages

The name of the Lord is a strong tower,
the righteous run to it and are safe.

A Ministry Building at Liquidambo!

It has been a true blessing to
have the Medical Clinic building
at Liquidambo. It has become
our “base” as a ministry. The
addition last summer of the
seven friple-decker bunk beds
with real mattresses to sleep on
has made our 3 to 5 nights in a
row up there far more comfort-

I able and, again, we're thankful.

The clinic was planned and
built with the intention of it func-
tioning efficiently and effectively
as a medical clinic, complete with
an area for examining patients
and a pharmacy in half of the
@L@d' % elpegolther half was
intended as a place for the medi-
cal or construction teams to
sleep when they are there. It is
also hoped that Guatemalan
doctors and/or nurses could stay
at the clinic for several months at
a time and meet the needs of the
public on a daily basis.

Currently the “pharmacy” has a
small supply of medicines, but it
also has some extra supplies
(like sleeping bags, light bulbs,
etc.) and it is being used primar-

ily as a kitchen. The examination
area is where team meals are
eaten and it also contains miscel-
laneous supplies for the ongoing
construction projects (i.e.: bags
of concrete, tools, lumber, floor
tile, floor tile cement, bricks, etc.)

We pondered what would hap-
pen to the doctor or nurse serv-
ing at the clinic when the teams
are there? Where do we prepare
meals or feed teams when we're
holding a full clinic day? Our lack
of space became a problem for
which we began to seek a solu-
tion. The “dream” was to build
an additional building next to the
clinic. We bought the property
on faith as part of that dream. A
group in Nevada caught that
vision, is raising funds, and will
be sending a team to help build it
in May. The heavy physical labor
of site preparation has been un-
derway since all of us returned to
Guatemala in mid-January and
the Michigan team worked ex-
tremely hard to get the lower
level concrete floor “poured”.
(That word makes it sound so

easy! In ftruth, it was an im-
mense amount of work, even
with a cement mixer loaned to us
for this part of the project. The
mixer was about three stories
below the site which meant that
all of the cement had to be
hauled up a rough terrain one
heavy bucketful or wheelbarrow
full at a time. It was hot, heavy
work for everyone!

It is intended for the building to
have a large meeting room and
a kitchen area as well as some
storage room for supplies,
thereby freeing up the pharmacy
and examination rooms in the
clinic for their intended uses.
There will also be a bedroom for
the doctor or nurse on site as
well as a bedroom for Steve &
Robin and one for us.

We are very thankful for this
soon-to-be ministry building and
give the Lord the glory as He is
the One bringing all the pieces
together for this “dream” to be-
come a reality! (Photos on page
4)

We Have Our Truck Back!

What a lesson in patience
we've been forced to learn!
When we got back to Guatemala
in January we fully expected our
truck to be ready for us since it
was about to be painted when we
left in November. Rob called the
mechanic and was told it was not
yet ready for us! We couldn’t
believe it! We went there and

our truck looked wonderful, but
the last of the parts had not yet
arrived. (These are the interior
door panels and thresholds, plus
the seatbelt mechanisms.)

Our accident took place on
September 20th and we were
told it should be repaired in about
two weeks. In reality, we still
don't have the last of the parts, in

mid-Aprill Though the mechanic
didn't want to release it until it
was finished, Rob insisted we
have our truck. We thank the
Lord we now have it to drive and
haul supplies and materials with
while we await the parts (being
shipped from Japan, and ex-
pected Feb. 28th... Patience is
indeed a difficult lesson to learn.




Veronica, Victoria & Milia

All three of these girls have
quickly managed to wind their
ways into our hearts. Veronica is
the 12-year-old whom doctors
didn’t believe would live past age
eight due to an inoperable heart
condition. Because of her heart
problems, STM became involved
with her family, church and com-
munity. Her physical heart may
be in poor health, but her spiritual
heart beats strong and true. She
is such an example of that child-
like faith we read of in the Scrip-
ture (Matthew 18:3) and we see
the Joy of Jesus on her face.

Veronica loves to sing dur
services at her San Antol

Though the doctors told Robin
to “prepare the family” last Sep-
tember, Veronica is still thriving
and we continue to pray for her
and for the medications to con-
tinue to be effective.

Victoria lives in Liquidambo.
We got to know her during our
first trip with a team last summer
because Rob had to make a
special trip down the mountain
with her and her family. She had
broken her leg and needed a

cast. The family consented to

church. This time is part o herreceiving treatment once they

Anfeliz
celebration.

c ump | eknew the doctors wouldn't have

to cut into her leg to see the ex-
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tent of the injury inside! They
weren't aware of X-rays! Then in
October she contracted Chicken
Pox and had grossly infected
sores all over her little body.
Robin spent about an hour clean-
ing and treating the sores. Oth-
ers in the village also caught “the
pox” and Robin also treated oth-
ers, but we take great joy in
watching this beautiful child run
without a limp and to see her
unscarred face.

She is fully able to assist with
the family chores other girls her
age help with. Here you see her

with Manuela, a close family
member (& our friend), carrying
water, something they do at least
three times a day.

Mission Team Center

In the past, when teams have
come down to help Strong Tower
Ministries, they have stayed at
the church all of us from STM
attend while in Zacapa. It was
generous of the church to allow
the classrooms to become bed-
rooms, and to share the limited
water supply via flush toilets and
showers. We are very thankful
for their hospitality.

However, this year we de-
cided to try something new, and

just in time as the church needs
more space. The teams will now
be staying in our home while they
are in Zacapa. We knew there
was a reason the Lord blessed
us with this wonderful house with
three extra bedrooms and bath-
rooms. This house is not “ours”
to cling to, especially since we're
only renters!

Also, we are very thankful
that we live in a newer part of
Zacapa where it is not a common

thing to run out of water as was
the case at the church on occa-
sion. It's a joy to use our home to
His honor and glory, to meet His
plans and purposes.

The curtains were finished in
time, additional plastic tables and
stools were purchased and the
first team of 2008 (from northern-
Michigan, in fact) stayed in our
house. To God be the glory,
great things He has done!
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This little beauty is Milia. She is
the tiny three-year-old Rob trans-
ported to the government hospital
in Zacapa (along with Tyler to inter-
pret and the child's mother and two
of her three sisters) last August.
She had pneumonia and weighed
in at only 10 pounds. When she
was released, 22 weeks later, she
was at 12 pounds. This photo was
taken in late October when we first
saw her standing, finally strong
enough to do so. We visited again
in November and loved hearing her
laugh and seeing her smile.

However, when we returned in
January she was very ill and died
within minutes of our arrival, in
spite of Robin’s efforts to keep her
alive and the prayers we were all
crying out.. Her Catholic funeral
was held the next day and we
praise the Lord that they wanted us
there and asked Steve to pray —
two different times! That's a start in
sharing Jesus in that new area!
Milia was buried in a beautiful white
dress, wrapped in a soft white blan-
ket, purchased by STM, and in the
pine box Rob and Steve made.
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GO MICHIGAN!!!

OK, sports fans, relax. This
is not about whether you're a
“green” or a “blue”. This is about
our northern Michigan team who
worked so very hard during their
trip here. They're a tough team
of survivors!

First off, they jumped in full
swing for three long days of
medical clinics followed by
church services (including skits).
Most were doing things they'd
never done before and they
stood up to the tests! Those
playing games with the children
did so without the advantage of
speaking the same language and
spent hours in the hot sun. Many
working in the pharmacy had
never done so before but did
their best, including Rob who had
to communicate the instructions
for all of the medications — in
Spanish!

Some who were on the
prayer team had never spent an
entire day praying with people. It
can be quite emotional as the
Lord uses you to speak into the
lives of people, for needs you

didn’t know they had. It's re-
warding, but tiring.  Especially
because six people at one village
and two at another accepted the
Lord!

Both our doctor (John
Everett) and our nurse (Robin
Braun) were kept very busy all
day each of those three days.
They also had to deal with the
emotions of seeing some who
were seriously ill, especially ba-
bies.

On to two full days of very
hard work digging and hauling
dirt to level the lower floor of the
ministry building, then the prepa-
rations for and pouring of the
cement floor. These were all
very physically taxing but the
team “dug in” and did what
needed to be done. They literally
moved (part of) a mountain.

Some of the team members
filled bags with corn and some
went on a hike to make the deliv-
eries, sharing Jesus' love for
these very poor and needy peo-
ple. It didn’'t go unnoticed by the
people who received the corn,
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most of whom were not our
“regulars” at the clinic or church.

The team still took part in the
evening church service which
kept gaining more and more local
people as many who had received
the corn decided to check out
what we were all about. Even
after all of that packed into the
day, some of the team members
went back to work, by flashlight,
to finalize the preparations for
pouring the concrete the next
morning.

The bucket brigade was quite
exciting to watch as every person
pitched in.  Full buckets were
passed to below the deck of the
clinic, the handles hooked and the
buckets hauled up to be dumped
into waiting wheelbarrows which
were hauled on up to the site &
emptied. The empty buckets
were tossed back down another
chain and the wheelbarrows were
run back down the hill to receive
their next loads.

Steve and others worked the
concrete, smoothing and leveling
as they went. What a team! We
rejoiced at the completion, then
packed up our gear and headed
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down the mountain eager for
showers and a good night’s sleep.
All of that got delayed when we

arrived at the house and found
that, during our departure six days
earlier there had been a power
outage and the kitchen faucet was
left running. The drain basket had
dropped into place and the entire
house had been flooded! After
about two hours of work, the team
settled down for the night. They'd
survived the flood.

The final night we stayed at a
hotel in Antigua and the team was
awakened by a 4.2 earthquake
(no damage or injuries). So this
team also survived the earth-
quake! What a team! They im-
pacted lives, moved a mountain,
and survived both flood and earth-
quake!

Taxable Deductions Information

Each donation sent to Strong
Tower Ministries (PO Box 50628,
Sparks, NV 89534) goes 100% to
STM. There is no “administrative
overhead” and all STM donations
received are wired to Guatemala
once each month. (Also, an e-
mail is sent to Robin Braun ad-
vising her of the totals for each
account.) The wire transfer is
then divided according to the
individual account totals and
deposits are made into each of
the accounts accordingly. This
means that all donations given

with “Fund #3” on the memo line
are deposited into our personal
account in Guatemala, 100%.

There are other accounts as
well, including the Brauns (Fund
# 2), Rachel's Medical School
(Fund #2R), and Charlotte (Fund
#4).

Each January, all donors to
Strong Tower Ministries will re-
ceive a statement from STM's
accountant, showing their total
STM donations for the year just
completed, for use when com-
pleting income tax forms. (You

FE-Newsletters Available

Both our quarterly newsletter and
more frequent e-mail updates are
available electronically. If you'd
prefer to receive either our news-
letter in PDF format or our e-mail
updates at your e-mail address,

please let us know (by regular
mail at:;; STM - Comstock, Apar-
tado 003, Zacapa, Zacapa, Gua-
temala, C.A.. Or by e-mail at:
mom1_pc@hotmail.com).
Please specify whether you

should be able to compare that
statement with your records and
be reassured that it is all being
accounted for carefully and accu-
rately.) We want you to know
that this organization is one of
financial integrity!

It has been amazing watching
how God has provided for us in
perfect timing through you, our
friends and families. God is so
good! We want to thank each of
you for being obedient to Him in
sharing from your resources and
for praying for us regularly.

would like just the newsletter,
just the updates, or both newslet-
ter and updates electronically.
We'll add you to the appropriate
list(s). (We do not share our
address lists!)

OFEach donat
to Strong Tower Min-
Istries goes 100% to
STM.. There is no
oadmi ni st ¥+ a
heado and
donations  received
are wired to Guate-
each

mala

once

z

mont h. O




Strong To

Mailing Address: STM - Comstocks

Apartado 003

Zacapa, Zacapa, Guatemala, C.A.
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Rigo (wearing the
hat) and his uncle,
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Phone; (USA) - 231-590-4522 there..  Thanks so
Phone: (Guatemala) - 502-5041-6576 or 502-5040-3548 much, Ward!

E-mail: momZ1_pc@hotmail.com

During our last stay at Liquidambo,
during “Semana Santa” (Holy Week),
Robin began a new form of teaching at

ion and resurrection by using a flannel-
graph set donated to STM. She did a
wonderful job, the constant changing of
the scenes kept the attention of people of
all ages and one person accepted Christ!

When she finished the second lesson,
the leader of the village stood to speak.
The explanation Robin had given of the
meaning when God tore the curtain that
separated the Holy of Holies from every-
one other than the high priest (and then
only on special days) combined with her
explanation of the significance for all
Christians of Jesus’ resurrection, had
finally made sense to him. In fact, he
wanted his picture taken next to the flan-
nelgraph so he could show others what
God provided for us and what Jesus has
done for us. Resurrection Sunday has
new meaning to each of them now!
Praise the Lord!

Flannlgrh Bible Strie

Liquidambo. Over the course of two eve- || g
ning services she was able to tell the story |
and explain the details of Jesus’ crucifix- |F#¥"=

Tbe edrly cuits into the side of thé mountain where we are build-
mg the ministty building are shown‘here. You can see the hiuge
boulder that fook two full days to break up enough to remove it.
Hand tools, hand fabor. No'bulldozers or backhoess It is Ve1y
hard work!

After they got rid of that
big boulder, they were able
" to get the ground leveled
1 | and the footings poured.
| (That thing that looks
like a gray bathtub is
where the
on the ground to mix five
bags of concrete with
adequate amounts of sand
and water in order to
make the cement) Once
the footings were in place,
the retaining wall was
started.

upper level wall, where the
bedrooms will be.

S
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Hey, Rob, What do you do with
all that dirt from the site prep?

We haul it away and use it to
fill in holes to repair the roads!

8 The  lower
level will be where the
N kitchen and meeting f-
W area will be located. [©
The retaining  wall -
has been started at

that level as well. The
floor has been leveled

and the concrete poured on the lower level. Soon the upper Ievel WI||
also be poured and the rest of the walls will be put up. In May a
team will be coming from the Reno area to put up the building. It
is hoped it will be ready for use for the heavy summer season.

Cementing in the columns as well as the
footings for the wall.




