
 Building projects have headed 
the list in 2008, but that does not 
only mean construction of build-
ings! We do put up buildings, but 
we do it as a way to be more 
involved with the people in the 
communities where we are work-
ing on the construction.  We are 
building relationships, building 
trust, among these precious peo-
ple so we are believed when we 
teach about Jesus Christ. 

 There has been some work 
done on the Medical Clinic.  This 

includes the addition of solar 
panels to power the lights. Weôre 
working on a permanent com-
posting toilet to replace the tem-
porary one weôve been using for 
almost two years.  Weôve also 
been hand digging a well.  Weôre 
down into surface water but need 
to keep digging until we find good 
water that will supply us who are 
at the Clinic as well as the local 
residents.  A reliable source of 
water, even during the dry sea-
son, is a necessity for life and 
health. 

 The desire for additional space 
for team meetings, for meals to 
be prepared and served, for 
space for a full time medical per-
son as well as the frequent stays 

of the full time missionaries in 
Liquidambo, is becoming a real-
ity. During 2008 the construction 
of a Ministry Building next to the 
Medical Clinic was undertaken. 
There are many finishing projects 
yet to be completed before the 
building will be put into service, 
but the building is standing!   

 Church services have been 
ñbuilt uponò by now including 
some flannelgraph stories, read-
ily received by the adults as well 
as the children. Also, the young 

people in two of 
the communi-
ties have begun 
taking part in 
dramas (skits) 
that tell of Jesus 
or of Christian 
living. These 
dramas ñbuildò a 
means to not 
only better learn 
the lessons, but 

to share them with others. The 
youth from one community have 
even taken some of their newly 
learned dramas to another com-
munity to share the gospel mes-
sage with them! The foundations 
are indeed being built upon!   

 Not only are we 
witnessing Godôs 
church (people) 
being fit together 
upon an eternal 
foundation, weôve 
been a part of a 
church (building) 
being constructed.  
We began this 
building in 2007 
and in 2008 added 
the other half, 

including a unique mural on the 
back wall of the platform.   

 We have been involved with 
this group of believers through 
the family of a girl with an inoper-
able heart condition.  Back then 
that church (people) didnôt have a  
pastor. As the group grew (as it 
continues to do with many new 
believers being added), their 
need for a replacement building 
became more and more urgent. 
They were purchasing one con-
crete block per week in prepara-
tion for building their church 
(building). Obviously that would 
have taken many years!  

 We did not build their church 
(people), but we did come along-
side them for the construction of 
their church (building).  Weôre 
thankful for those in the United 
States who became a part of this 
building going up, whether 
through financial assistance or 
actual time spent in Guatemala. 

 It is impossible to put into 
words how much this building 
means to this group of believers. 
We are rejoicing with them in 
Godôs provision of this building!  
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Plans for 2009:  

A Year of ñFinishingò 

We need to finish applying the 
stucco (inside and out) on the 
Ministry Building, as well as 
painting it and the Medical Clinic.  

We need to finish digging the 
well in Liquidambo.  

We need to finish constructing 
the composting toilet at Liquid-
ambo.  

We need to install the windows 
and doors on the church building 
at San Antonio, Chiquimula, 
Guatemala.  

We need to maintain a schedule 
of church services and medical 
clinic hours.  

We need to remain flexible and 
open for Godôs plans changing 
ours!  

òThe virgin will be with child & 
will give birth to a son, & they 

will call Him Immanuel ñ which 
means ôGod with usõ.ó 

òFor my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have pre-

pared in the sight of all people, a 
light for revelation to the Gen-
tiles & for glory to your people 

Israel.ó 

ñ Matthew 1:23 & Luke 2:30-32  

 The true ñreason for the seasonò 
is also the true reason for why we  
are missionaries!  Jesus came to 
serve, to show others the way to 
eternal life.  Weôre doing the same.  
However, Jesus came to earth and 
lived His humble life knowing it 
would also include a torturous 
death.  Though weôre willing to do 
the same, we donôt anticipate it 
being necessary!  Jesusô death was 
followed by his resurrection and 
then His ascension.  For we Chris-
tians, death results in our own type 
of resurrection/ascension, right into 
our eternal life with Jesus Christ 
(which is ñbetter by farò).  

(Philippians 1:20-26)   

 However, our own opportunities 
for this glorious eternity in Heaven 
would not be possible if Jesus had 
not come with the purpose of giving 
His life to pay the price for our sins, 
for your sins. (I Cor. 15:22-23 & 

58). 

 So, as you celebrate the season, 
remember the Reason for the sea-
son.  Heôs not still a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger in the stable in Bethlehem. 
He lived His earthly life, fulfilling all 
that had been prophesied for gen-

erations.  He came as our Savior!  

The name of the Lord is a strong tower, 
the righteous run to it and are safe.  

The additional pages include 

a pictorial review of 2008! 
The new ministry building is on the left, the 
medical clinic is in the middle and the start 
of the new òouthouseó (with a black tarp on 
top of it) is on the right by the taller old one. 

The new church, 

nearing comple-

tion. 
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STM Integrity  This is the mural at the back of the platform of the church in the little village of San Antonio.  The words across the top say:  òCome 

joyfully proclaiming Godó.  The scrolls say:  òAll who are thirsty come to the wateró and òI give freely from the fountain of living water.ó 

(Right) Rob preaching 

in Spanish and (Below) 

Rob & Paula leading 

worship in Liquidambo. 

Robin (wearing a dress made by some of the ladies in the 

community, especially the one in the center of the back row, 

wearing orange) standing among many women and girls in 

Liquidambo.  She (Robin) has ministered in this village for 

several years and is much-loved as a person, a nurse, and as a 

believer in Jesus Christ. 
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Left:  Weõre sam-

pling the fruit 

found inside these 

big pods. They 

were good! 

 

Right:  Home vis-

its are fun!  Here 

are three of the 

five sons in this 

family weõve got-

ten to know.  

There are also two 

daughters. We 

love them all! 

This is the 

ministry build-

ing before any 

stucco had 

been added. 

 

At the far right 

is the partially 

constructed 

composting 

òba¶oó or out-

house made of 

òhomemadeó 

blocks.  

We want to send our 

love and wish a very 

Merry Christmas to 

each of you.  We pray 

youõll have a Christ-

centered  New Year 

all year.   We ask for 

you to please pray for 

us, daily if possible, 

throughout 2009. 

Thank you!  

The digging of a well, 

by use of hand tools, is 

quite an undertaking! 

The progress is slow. 

We have to coat the 

sides with concrete as 

we go, for safety. So far 

weõve found òsurface 

wateró so need to keep 

digging and digging 

and digging until we 

reach a good aquifer. 


